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And nothing happened. Once I saw a movement in the
valley below, but it was only the tomb sentries. Now and
again the donkey-boy, who was even more jumpy than I
was, would pull my sleeve and ask if I had heard some-
thing, and we would turn together, scanning the stone-
scattered crest behind us, fortunately in vain.

After three o'clock the time began to speed up in an un-
accountable manner, but the feeling of anti-climax grew with
every moment. When four o'clock came, I was sure that
nothing would be attempted, but I continued to lie there,
unwilling to go. Towards five o'clock a pearl-grey light
began to come into the sky, and I saw myself no longer the
romantic watcher in the darkness of the hills, but an absurd
figure lying out in the morning sunlight with a pair of
glasses. So unstrapping the donkey, who revenged himself
instantly for his long silence, we slowly descended the hill.

Although the value of my deed was non-existent, I have
often looked back on it with considerable pleasure. I shall
never forget the silence of the Valley, with the sombre tombs
of the pharaohs gathered darkly in its shadows.

I made my way on a donkey up the same path to have
a look at the place where I had spent the night fourteen
years ago. I am sure no one has hidden there since,
and probably no one ever will again. And after one
of those wistful appointments with the past which become
more frequent as one grows older, I descended by the steep
hill-path to Der el-Bahari, where all that fiery beauty bursts
suddenly into view, lying eastward to the Nile.

I rode my donkey over the sandhills, where the heat
trembled in a white distortion, and into the great temple
of Queen Hatshepsut. Her temple is the only one in
Egypt which relies for effect not on massive bulk and
repetition, but on line and balance, so that its air, almost
of lightness and happiness, seems like a promise of the
Parthenon.

Der el-Bahari means the " northern monastery," a name
that perpetuates an early Christian settlement, all traces of
which have been lost. The first Christians took over the